
 
Belmont Human Rights Commission 
Belmont Town Hall, Conference Room 1  

January 5, 2012 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Members in attendance: Carl Brauer, Chairing the Meeting, Paul Solomon, Pallavi Khare, Nan 
Donald, Jirair   Hovsepian, Regina O'Brien, Julie Cicalese, Barbara Watson 
Absent member:  Fran Yuan 
Belmont Police Liaison: Captain Peter Hoerr 
 
 
1.  December Minutes.   The Meeting Minutes from December 1, 2011 were accepted as 
corrected. 
 
2.  Phone Line Report and Assignment.  Nan reported that there was no activity on the phone line 
over the past month.  Julie will monitor the phone line for January. 
 
3.  The Many Faces of Beech Street Center video project.  Jiriar reported that the project is 
moving along very well: 7 seniors have been interviewed and one interview has already been 
submitted to the Belmont Media Center for broadcast.  (It was noted that the interviews will most 
likely air on the Government and Education Channel (See Cable Channels 8 and 28 and 9 and 
29).  People who do not subscribe to cable may view the interviews on-line while the interview is 
being broadcast at belmontmediacenter.org or by linking to the Belmont Media Center through 
the Town of Belmont’s web-site.  Jerry indicated that the interviewing and taping should be 
complete by the end of March.   He also suggested that the Commission consider continuing with 
additional video projects, suggesting that interviews of high school students with diverse 
backgrounds, issues or challenges may be a good next step for this project.  He believes that by 
sharing people’s stories, the sense of community in the Town will be enhanced.  He also 
suggested that clips from the project might useful for featuring diversity on the town website.  
 



3.  Lost in Detention.   Carl reported that Fran had spoken to Samuel Tsoi of the Massachusetts 
Immigrant & Refugee Advocacy Coalition (MIRA) and that Mr. Tsoi is willing to lead a 
discussion on the issues raised in the Frontline documentary “Lost in Detention” (about the secure 
communities program and its impact on communities and their people).    The commission 
discussed the importance of focusing on education and promoting informed discussion on 
relevant topics; providing all sides of an issue in Commission programming; and, connecting 
issues to the Belmont community.  The members agreed that a program on the topic would 
promote discussion and lively debate on issues relative to immigration reform and the impact in 
our community; that a program would include airing the documentary, followed by a presentation 
and discussion; that the program would be held on March 15, 2012 in the Assembly Room at the 
Library; that Carl or Fran would speak to Mr. Tsoi about the focus of his comments with the 
additional goal of adding a moderator or other speaker to the program to introduce additional 
perspectives on the issues.   The speaker and library will be at no cost to the HRC.  Captain Hoerr 
will speak to the Police Department to see if it would like to participate.  
 
6.  Featuring Diversity on the Town Website.  The discussion on this issue was postponed until 
the next meeting. 
 
7. Belmont Against Racism’s Martin Luther King Community Breakfast, Monday, January 16, 
2012, BHS cafeteria, 8:45 – 11 am.  Complete information can be found on BAR’s webpage.  
This year’s guest speaker will be WGBH Radio and TV host Callie Crossley who will speak on 
“Out of the Mountain of Despair a Stone of Hope.”  Award winning Slam Poet and former BHRC 
member Regie Gibson will perform.  Register in advance ($5 per person; $10 per family).  All are 
encouraged to attend. 
 
8.  Barbara Watson was introduced as a recently appointed member of the BHRC. 
 
9.  One Book One Belmont.  Carl reported that the One Book One Belmont is considering 3 
books (The Leftovers by Belmont’s Tom Perrotta; Mayflower by Nathaniel Philbrick; The 
Warmth of Other Suns by Isabelle Wilkerson), that the decision of which book to choose also 
includes the availability and fee of the author.  He summarized the books and will report on the 
book selected. 
 
10.  Liaison Reports.   Captain Peter Hoerr discussed recent activities in the community. 
 
11.  Leadership Planning.  It was suggested that Fran and Carl discuss appointing a nominating 
committee for the purpose of nominating a Chair and Vice-Chair, with the possible start date of 
any new terms sometime on or after June 1, 2012. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:40 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Barbara Watson 
 
Next Commission Meeting:   February 2, 2012, 7:00 pm 

 


